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Spring/Summer 2021 
 

The Nature Reserve 

New Moth Gallery   
Updating our website to 
allow for more pages about 
the nature reserve, we are 
happy to present a new 
gallery of moths.  Don’t 
imagine drab grey creatures: 
this reveals just how very 
beautiful moths can be!  All the 
photographs were taken at Sun 
Rising by Alan Prior and fellow 
members of the team who have 
been conducting regular moth 
surveys at Sun Rising since 2014. 
 
Dragonflies and the Wild Pond   
Having been unable to do our 
annual clearing of the pond in 
autumn 2019, last year the pond was 
very thick with vegetation.  That 
provided additional cover for our family 
of moorhens, but dragonflies prefer open 
water, so far fewer were seen.  In October 
2020, we cleared two thirds of the pond 
vegetation, and this summer we hope to 
see many more. If you spend some time by 
the pond, let us know what you see. 

Tree Sparrow Project   Having had a 
large colony of Tree Sparrows 
nesting and feeding onsite, 
House Sparrows appear to be 
continuing to compete them 

out.  We are trying various 
measures, in partnership with 

Banbury Ornithological 
Society (BOS), with the aim 
of restoring their numbers.  
Thank you to all who 

continue to support our 
conservation efforts. 
 

Visiting  
Sun Rising 

Beyond COVID  
During lockdowns, 

many families had to 
hold funerals with limited 

numbers attending.  We are aware 
that some hope to have gatherings of 

family and friends at Sun Rising as 
restrictions lift.  If you are intending to 
come to Sun Rising with a group of people, 
please be considerate: please let us know if 
your party will have more than four cars. 

Please Stick to the Paths   Do please 
stick to the mown paths and tracks through 
the summer.  So as not to trample grasses 
and wildflowers, meadow graves are not 
accessible from April to September.  Floral 
tributes must be left on the path edge or by 
memorial posts.  Thank you! 
 

Events 
It’s still difficult to plan or hold events, but 
we’re aiming to have a few in one way or 
another - your safety comes first! 
 
Gardening and Plant Books Sale   
Saturday 26 June, 10 – 12.30.  We have a 
wide selection of second-hand books for 
sale – for both the amateur and enthusiast.  
All proceeds will go to The Friends of Sun 
Rising.  Of course, there’ll be other Sun 
Rising products available on the day. 
 
Roll of Remembrance   This is when the 
name of every individual laid to rest or 
remembered at Sun Rising is read aloud.  
Usually a public event, this year we’ll be 
filming the roll instead.  The film will then 
be available to everyone on our mailing list.  
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For a donation, we can burn it to CD for 
those who are not online. 
 
Slow Sun Rising    Our usual nature 
walks proved popular in the past, but it‘s 
hard to ensure safe distances, so this year 
we’ll do some more Slow Sun Rising videos.  
You can watch them again and again. 
 
Moth Night   Saturday 7 August, 8 pm 
until very late.  Our intention is to hold this 
event, but we’ll confirm nearer the time.  
Naturalist Peter Cranswick from Slimbridge 
Wetlands and Wildfowl Trust is booked to 
give a talk in Tysoe village hall, then lead a 
night of trapping and identifying moths.  
Let us know if you’d like to come along so 
we can send more information. Entry: £4. 
 

The Friends of Sun Rising 

The Friends’ AGM this year will be on 
Saturday 11 September, 2 – 5 pm.  Do put 
the date in your diary.  In 2020 it was held 
via Zoom; when we know what is possible, 
we’ll let you know if it will be online or in 
the village hall. 
 
Online Quiz   In March, Lizzy and Simon 
Bean held a quiz online.  With great prizes, 
they raised £479 for The Friends of Sun 
Rising.  Thank you so very much! 
 

Changes Ahead 
Many will have noticed that the burial 
areas near the main car park are growing 

full, and that we have now opened new 
burial areas towards the middle of the site, 
along what is known as the Long Track.   

As a result, we are now beginning to 
develop the area around the top gate, so 
that in time this will become the main 
entrance to Sun Rising.  Some of you will 
have seen the new car park extension, and 
the bunds made of the excavated soil – 
which will be planted with shrubs in 
November this year. 

As part of the development, we 
are looking to erect a small building 
the other side of Robin Wood: the 
proposed name for this is ‘the 
Longhouse’.  Oak-framed with larch 
cladding, and a (we hope) reclaimed 
slate roof, it will be just 10 m x 6 m 
in size.  The front will face the top 
car park, with a double door for access.  
The back – all windows and glass doors – 
will face south west, looking out towards 
Ilmington and Meon Hills, across what will 
in time be a stretch of wildflower meadow 
between memorial woodland. 

The Longhouse will provide a 
sheltered space that can be used for funeral 
services and other events.  But don’t expect 
something grand or cosy: it won’t be 
insulated or heated!  Like all of Sun Rising, 
it will be ‘off the grid’, with no running 
water or electricity.  We are planning a 
new composting toilet and urinal block by 
the car park too. There will also be large 
water tanks for rain-harvesting, helping us 
to keep self-sufficient when we need to 
water young trees. 

There are a number of stages to the 
development, including new drainage, 
fencing and gates, completing the car park 
and planting, improving the entrance onto 
the lane – and, of course, getting planning 
permission for what is a slight change to 
the original vision of a second roundhouse.  
We expect all this to take a couple of years. 

Let us know what you think? 
 

Notes 

Busy Times   With over 1200 
individuals laid to rest at Sun Rising, and 
funerals occurring more frequently, it is 
increasingly likely that an event will be on 
when you visit.  If you’d rather visit on a 
quiet day, call and we can advise.   
 
Mailing List   If you’d like to receive this 
newsletter and other updates but are not 
on our mailing list, please get in touch.  
Similarly, if you no longer wish to receive 
it, by post or email, let us know.  You are 
always welcome to print it or email it out 
to family and friends. 


